32O           Johnson refuses a country living.      [A.D. 1757.
' He for subscribers bates his hook, And takes your cash;  but where's the book ? No matter where;  wise fear, you know, Forbids the robbing of a foe; But what, to serve our private ends, Forbids the cheating of our friends1 ?'
About this period he was offered a living of considerable value in Lincolnshire, if he were inclined to enter into holy orders. It was a rectory in the gift of Mr. Langton, the father of his much valued friend. But he did not accept of it; partly I believe from a conscientious motive, being persuaded that his temper and habits rendered him unfit for that assiduous and familiar instruction of the vulgar and ignorant which he held to be an essential duty in a clergyman2; and partly because his love of a London life was so strong, that he would have thought himself an exile in any other place, particularly if residing in the country3. Whoever would wish to see his thoughts upon that subject displayed in their full force, may •peruse The Adventurer, Number 126*.
1757: yETAT. 48.].—IN 1757 it docs not appear that he published any thing, except some of those articles in The Literary Magazine, which have been mentioned. That maga.* zine, after Johnson ceased to write in it, gradually declined, though the popular epithet of Antigallican* was added to it; and in July 1758 it expired. He probably prepared a part of
1 From The Ghost, Bk. iii. 1. 801.        Ut caneret paucis, mcrsitque hoc
Boswell makes two slight errors in           pulvere verum.'
quoting: 'Your cash1 should be 'their                                            (Lucan).
cash;1  and 'you know1 should be     Johnson has thus translated :•—
1 we know.'                                            ' Canst thou believe the vast eternal
* Seeposi, April 17, 1778.                         mind
3  Mrs. Thrale writing to him in        Was  e'er   to  Syrts   and   Libyan 1777, says i—' You would rather be           sands confin'd ?
sick in  London than well   in   the        That he would choose this waste,
country.'   Ptoszi fitters, \. 394.   Yet           this barren ground,
Johnson, when he could afford to        To   teach   the   thin    inhabitants
travel, spent far more time in the           around,
country than is commonly thought.        And leave his truth in wilds and
Moreover a great part of each sum-           deserts drown'd ?'
mer from 1766 to 1782 inclusive he        s It   was   added to   the   January
spent at Streatham.                              number of 1758, but it was dropped
4  The motto to this number              in the following numbers.
—' Steriles nee legit arenas,
hisecuniary engagement, to perform his task by a certain time.' Just as Johnson was oppressed by the engagement that he had made to edit Sliakcspcarc, so was Cowpcr by his engagement to edit Milton. 'The consciousness that there is so much to do and nothing done is a burthen I am not able to bear. Milton especially is my grievance, and I might almost as well be haunted by his ghost, as goaded with such continual reproaches for neglecting him.' KoLitli(>v's C.nwher. vii. 161.twenty
